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CHAP.xxvi. a moment, that we should dare to attack a princi-
pal town of his dominions), and which finally cauwxl
his precipitate retreat to Ava, when the repeated
successes of the British arms in the -vicinity of Ran-
goon began to give to the Burmese a justor notion
of the character of their foe."
The government then proceeded to argue that the
despatch of an armament against Bangoon and the
coasts of Arracan and Tennasserim was the only mea-
sure calculated to make an early and decided impres-
sion on the enemy, and to inspire him with a HOIIBO of
the power and resources of the state with which ho
was at war; that to divert the attention of the enemy
from an invasion of the British territory required
the early despatch of the expedition directed against
the Burmese country; that there was no reason for
concluding Rangoon was peculiarly unhealthy (lur-
ing the rains, and that the same sickness which
attacked the troops at that place appeared in Cal~
cutta and in Upper India; that the desertion of the
country by the inhabitants, and the inconveniences
and sufferings consequent on this proceeding, could
not have been anticipated; that it was neetwary,
with reference to the means of transport, to fit out
the expedition during the continuance of the Routh-*
west monsoon, arid that any great delay in dispatch-
ing the armament would have given the enemy timo
to prepare for defence and for obstructing the pa$$ago
of the river, thereby defeating the important object
of making an early move upon the capital, and irtr
the same time subjecting the British troojm to hard-